


Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held at The Council Offices, North Street, Ilminster on Tuesday 13th October 2015 at 19:30hrs.

Present:
Mayor		Cllr R Neave
Councillors	F Albin, P Burton, R Drayton, J Fagan, J Fowler, D Kinder, A Shearman, 
S Shepherd, J Sothern, S Storey, R Swann and T Walker 

In Attendance:
Officers:	Miss J Norris (Town Clerk), Mrs S Whitefield (Deputy Clerk)

Cllr L Vijeh, County Councillor

2 members of the public attended the meeting, none of whom spoke during the public participation session. 


124	Apologies for Absence
	Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Goodall, Keitch and Sothern.

125	Declarations of Interest
	No declarations of interest were made at this stage of the meeting, however the declarations detailed below were made during the meeting

	Name
	Agenda Item
	Minute No
	Interest 
	Nature of Interest
	Action 

	Cllr J Fowler
	Agenda Item 3B Office Action Plan, item 25 Winterhay Lane Footpath investigation 

	126
	Personal 
	Lives on Winterhay Lane North 
	Spoke 

	Cllr S Shepherd
	Agenda Item 10 Presentation by Ilminster Tourism
	133
	Personal
	President of Ilminster Tourism
	Spoke


	
126	Minutes
		
		RESOLVED 
(i) To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 29th September 2015 as a correct record, subject to deleting the repeated phrase “positive” in the first bullet point of minute 119  
(ii) To note the office action list relating to Town Council meetings.

 (
Chair’s initials
)Issues discussed included:
· Action Plan Item 14 Potential For Acquiring Additional Open Spaces - Councillors agreed that any discussion on this matter should be held in open session in the future. The Town Clerk advised the meeting that she had downloaded the register of title for both Coldharbour Farm and Dunpole Farm but there were no plans attached showing the extent of Somerset County Council’s land ownership; both properties are on the same title number and record an option to buy from July 2013 with Persimmon Homes.
The next step will be to contact Somerset County Council to establish the extent of the land ownership and the broad agreement with Persimmon
· Action Plan Item 25, SCC Investigation Winterhay Lane, it was suggested that the wording throughout the item be changed so that rather than either Winterhay Lane North or Bumpy Lane being used to describe the location the text reads “the footpath in contention known locally as either Bumpy Lane or Winterhay Lane North...”

Note:	Cllr Fowler – declared a personal interest when this action plan item was raised as she lives on Winterhay Lane North  

127	Mayor’s Announcements/Engagements
	A) There were no announcements made relevant to Town Council and Mayoral activities and engagements.
	B) The Mayor’s engagements between 29th September and 13th October 2015 had been published on the agenda for the meeting.

128	Police Report 
A police report for October was circulated to Councillors.  No Police representative was able to attend this meeting.
Issues raised included:
· Town Councillors would support any proactive initiatives that reinforce the message about the necessity of both front and back lights working on cars and bicycles

129	Reports from District Councillors
	A report from Councillor Keitch was issued and circulated to Councillors.
Issues discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
·  “Making It Local” – the explanation was given that this is a European funding initiative 

130	Report from the County Councillor for the Ilminster Division
A report from the County Councillor was circulated with the Agenda.
The County Councillor highlighted
· Elected Member’s Emergency handbook given to Town Clerk for distribution to Councillors
· A Strawberry Bank resident has requested that the speed limit is reduced from 30 to 20mph 
· The County Councillor had a meeting with some Town Councillors about small improvement schemes - the invitation to attend was contained in the County Councillor’s report circulated with the agenda
· Traffic surveys will take place this week on the A303 and A358
· Cllr Vijeh has been appointed as Chair of the Corporate Parent Board and will be the Children in Care Champion 
Issues raised by Town Councillors included:
·  (
Chair’s initials
)Congratulations on the County Councillor’s staying power as she had attended at least 5 Macmillan events locally on the same day  
· Clarity is needed on the mediation offer regarding the contested footpath in the area known locally as either Bumpy Lane or Winterhay Lane North; mediation may be difficult because there are many individual people concerned rather than a single organised body 
· Cllr Drayton said he had attended the South Somerset District Council Executive meeting when the 5 year housing land supply was discussed and that it was decided further information would be sent to towns and parishes. 

131	Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies  
To receive reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies.  (There were no reports received at the time the Agenda was published)
Issues discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· Cllr Burton reported that the youth club is only held on a Friday night but the number of attendees is increasing. The management committee are actively encouraging other youth organisations use of the building. The finances are stable and the application to the Town Council for the revenue support grant still has to be made. Pete May currently has the contract to run the youth club sessions and this is due to be reviewed next year
· Cllr Kinder thought he had submitted a report on the Somerset Association of Local Council’s Annual meeting. 

132	Open Spaces Committee 
The Chair of the Open Spaces Committee presented the recommendations made by the Committee from the meeting held on 29th September 2015.  

RESOLVED 
Regarding the Volunteer Policy 
(i) to continue the existing policy that volunteers may use Town Council equipment subject to assessment of competency by the Senior Open Spaces Warden
(ii) that the Football and Cricket Clubs accept liability for the insurance excess and any other uninsured losses when using Town Council equipment for the benefit of their respective clubs

RESOLVED 
Regarding badgers on the Recreation Ground / Britten’s Field
(i) that the quotation to fit exclusion gates, exclude badgers and install below ground barrier at the Recreation Ground/Brittens Field dated 28th September 2015 be accepted.

Councillors wished it to be noted that the Cemetery looks much better and for their thanks to be passed on to the Open Spaces Team

133 	Presentation by Ilminster Tourism
	A presentation was given on the work of Ilminster Tourism by Mike Holtom 
· Ilminster Tourism has been in existence for approximately 30 years  
·  (
Chair’s initials
)South Somerset District Council, Ilminster Town Council and the Chamber of Commerce all supported its formation
· The Chamber of Commerce do sometimes give grants to Ilminster tourism for example they have recently given £250 for new equipment
· Ilminster Tourism has been based at The Meeting House for the last 10 years – this is easy to find
· Open 6 days a week 9.30am-4.00pm 
· From Easter to the end of October there is a volunteer available each morning to answer questions 
· Whilst the organisation is known as Ilminster Tourism the service provided is a local information centre and not just tourism related
· Ilminster Tourism raise some money for themselves e.g. production of the accommodation list booklet
· There are 8 walks leaflets focussing on Ilminster; walkers bring a tremendous amount of business to the town
· Much of “bringing business in” is unquantifiable, people visit the town for one purpose but spend money in local shops and facilities
· There is a “Visit Ilminster” website and a facebook page 
· The Ilminster Town Council grant helps to provide the service 

Councillors congratulated Mr Holtom on the standard of services provided

Note: 	Cllr Shepherd declared a personal interest in this agenda item as President of Ilminster Tourism

134	Neighbourhood Plan
	The Town Council considered whether or not to pursue the development of a neighbourhood plan for Ilminster.
Issues discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· A briefing session had been arranged for Councillors with guest speakers from nearby Town Councils who were undertaking the neighbourhood planning process and a consultant – unfortunately not many attended
· The Town Clerk provided information from a Society of Local Council Clerks branch meeting which had a speaker on Neighbourhood Planning. It was important to recognise a Neighbourhood Plan is a land use plan and it cannot be used to limit growth. The process can be lengthy – 3- 4 years; it is rigorous requiring a referendum and scrutiny by a Planning Inspector and it can be costly
· Some grant funding may be available

RESOLVED  
(i) that the council pursues a Neighbourhood Plan in principle with immediate effect and
(ii) that a sub-committee consisting of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, and chairmen of the three committees draw up a constitution, investigate cost implications and report back to the council as quickly as possible with proposals for the first steps towards the work required

135	Football and Community Facility Project Governance Group
[bookmark: _GoBack] (
Chair’s initials
)	There has not been a Football And Community Facility Project Governance Group since the last Town Council meeting; there had been a pre-contract meeting prior to the contract being signed which the Governance Group members were invited to attend. The next scheduled meeting is 30 October 2015
Issues discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· Date of the next meeting not convenient for Councillors Shepherd and Walker 
· Councillors may visit the site but are asked to make arrangements via the Town Clerk at least 24 hours in advance – this is so the appropriate health and safety requirements can be satisfied.

136	Authorisation of Payments and Notification of Virements
The Schedule of Payments for authorisation is attached for Council’s approval. 

RESOLVED that the accounts listed in the schedule presented to the Town Council totalling £40,581.06 gross, be approved 

137	Project Plan
	Progress on the project plan was considered.  
Issues raised during consideration of the item included:
· Need to include Neighbourhood Plan on the next version of the project plan




The meeting closed 21:00hrs. 

 (
Chair’s signature & date
)	



