ILMINSTER TOWN COUNCIL
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MINUTES


	 Ilminster Town Council	
Minutes of a meeting of the OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, Ilminster on Tuesday 17th December 2013 at 19:30hrs
Present:
Chairman: 	Cllr C Goodall
Councillors:	Cllr P Burton, Cllr A Lawson, Cllr D Miller, Cllr J Pallister, Cllr A Shearman,
		Cllr S Shepherd, Cllr R Swann, Cllr L Vijeh, Cllr E Taylor
		

In Attendance
Officers:	Mrs M Clayton (Senior Administrator), Mr A Jones (Senior Open Spaces Warden)
		Miss J Norris (Town Clerk)

Two members of the public attended this meeting.

66.	Apologies for absence
	Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Higgins, Keitch, Sothern, and Storey.

67.	Declarations of Interest
	There were no declarations of interest made in respect of any items on the agenda.

68.	Minutes.
		RESOLVED 
a) that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 2013 be confirmed as a correct record.
b) to note the action list relating to the Open Spaces committee.

	Items brought to the attention of the committee included the following:
· The District Council have requested figures for the “in kind” contribution from the Town Council with regards to the application for grant money for planters in Ilminster. The Town Clerk will speak with Councillor Goodall regarding this matter.
· The Angling Association is now in the process of having the grill built for the canal. Once it is in situ it will need approval from the Environmental Agency.
· The report for the Market House condition survey has been received. There are no major structural problems, only some re-pointing work that needs to be done.

69.	Warden’s Report
	The Committee received the report from the Senior Open Spaces Warden about recent 	open spaces activities in Ilminster and future planned work 
	Discussions included the following:
· Work on the ‘view point wall’ on Herne Hill will be started once the weather improves.
· The drainage work has considerably improved the ground on the recreation field alongside The Mead.
· There are several benches that are waiting to be refurbished.

70.	Financial comparison
	The Committee received information about the Open Spaces expenditure and commitments 	to date when compared with the 2013/14 budget 
 (
Chair’s Initials
)	Discussions on this item included the following:
· The Town Council has three mobile telephones. The spare phone is currently being kept at the office. The contract for the mobile phones is for 2 years, where one year has already expired.
· Retention money for the skate park has been paid in full

RESOLVED to note the report

71.	Exclusion of Press and Public

		RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from the meeting so that Councillors 		could receive information regarding the play area provision and maintenance for the 		land at the bottom of Canal Way.

72.	Land at the bottom of Canal Way
	The Committee discussed the options received from the developers of the land at Canal 	Way with regards to an onsite play area for the proposed housing development.

		RESOLVED that should the current planning application for the housing 				development on the land at Canal Way be successful, the onsite play area is built 		and managed by Ilminster Town Council, supported by South Somerset District 			Council from monies provided by the developer for build and maintenance.

73	Use of the Recreation Ground – Armed Forces Day 2015
	Members were unable to discuss and consider the use of the recreation ground on 19th, 	20th and 21st June 2015 for an Armed Forces Day as the events plan has not been received 	from the organisers.
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