Minutes of a meeting of the TOWN COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber, North Street, Ilminster on Tuesday 25th February 2014 at 19:30hrs

Present
Chairman:		Cllr L Vijeh
Councillors:	Cllr S Austin, Cllr C Goodall, Cllr V Keitch, Cllr V Higgins, Cllr D Miller, 
Cllr J Pallister, Cllr A Shearman, Cllr S Shepherd, Cllr S Storey and Cllr R Swann 
In Attendance: 	Miss N McIntosh (Administrative Assistant), Miss J Norris (Town Clerk) 
Members of the Public: No members of the public attended the meeting.

118. 	Apologies for Absence
Apologies of absence were received from Councillors Burton, Lawson, Sothern and Taylor.

119. 	Declarations of Interest
No declarations of Interest were made in respect of any items on the Agenda.

120.  	Minutes  
RESOLVED that:
a) the minutes of the meetings held on 28th January 2014 be confirmed as a correct record.
b) the wording of Minute No: 87 of the meeting held on 3rd December 2013 be confirmed as correct record.
c) the office Action Plan relating to the Town Council Meetings be noted.  

121.	Mayor’s Announcements/Engagements
a) The Town Clerk reported the Mayor had attended the Market Launch Celebrations.
b) The Mayor attended the following engagement between 28th January 2014 and 25th February 2014.
· Royal Air Force Air Cadets the next generation 2381 (Ilminster) Squadron Annual Dinner & Presentation Night at Hornsbury Mill Hotel, Chard – Saturday 1st February 2014.
	
122.	Police Report 
	The Police representative had intended to be present at the meeting but had not arrived. 
	Councillor Miller requested that a police report is circulated prior to the next meeting

123.	Report from the County Councillor for the Ilminster Division
County Councillor Linda Vijeh informed the Council that she intended to circulate a written report the following week. Key points that Councillors may wish to know were:
· Somerset County Council is required to produce an annual account for adult social care services 
· future plans to extending support are being considered and there has been consultation to identify existing good practice and also areas of need 
· Voluntary transport requests had totalled approximately to the sum of £47,000 
· Plans are being put in place for intervention assistance to carers of vulnerable children with the intention of enabling children to safely remain within their home
· The Chief Executive of Somerset County Council had stood down from her role and received the minimum contractual sum in compensation.
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)124.	Reports from District Councillors
	Councillor Goodall provided an oral report, the key points which were as follows:
· The Project Management Board’s recommendations for the Local Plan will go to the District Executive for consideration on 6th March 2014 and the following week to Full Council.
· The Ilminster Forum’s application for grant funding to Market Town Investment Group for the enhancement of the Town had been successful; the proposal is for an increased number of plant troughs around the town and a planting scheme for the two roundabouts at either end of Riec Sur Belon. Councillor Goodall is currently waiting to hear when the work will commence.
· Crewkerne’s ABCD is planning to hold an event called ‘Theatre in Shops’ at the end of May. They are looking for ‘first time writers to create five minute monologues to be performed by professional actors in Crewkerne Shops. Pieces will be developed into a series of free workshops; if anyone is interested in attending, please contact her for more details.

125. 	Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies  
Chamber of Commerce - Cllr Goodall reported on behalf of Cllr Taylor that the Chamber of Commerce would like to see the return of the French Market and is in communications with District Councillor Mike Best about this.
Tourist Information - Councillor Shepherd reported the annual meeting had taken place and it was reported that approximately 130,000 people had accessed the information centre. It is hoped to re-open before Easter. Consideration is being given to updating the current IT equipment and also give volunteers the opportunity for training, so it is likely they will be applying for further grant applications from Town Council in the future.

126. 	Clearance of Road Gullies
The Town Clerk informed the Council of the communications received and asked the Council whether they wished a letter to be sent to Somerset County Council concerning the situation. Councillor Vijeh reported she would inform Somerset County Council of the Town Council’s and residents concerns.
Cllr Shearman reported that most of the gullies around the town are completely full, or filtering up and no longer in working order, and informed the Council he had received numerous comments from concerned residents for the areas of which included: Ditton Street, throughout Station Road, corner of New Road, Brewers Lane, entrance of Green Lane, Old Road and top of North Street etc. 
RESOLVED that:
Gullies (Options available) is included as an Item on the next Open Spaces agenda 
127. 	Byelaws
The Council considered the draft byelaws.
RESOLVED that:
(i) That the draft byelaws are adopted
(ii) That the Mayor and Deputy Mayor are the designated signatories on the formal document to be sealed
(iii) That the appropriate notice regarding the byelaws is placed in the Chard and Ilminster News and also on the Town Council’s Website and Notice board
(iv) That a fee of 10p per 100 words be charged for supplying the byelaws or any extract from the document during the period that they are on deposit.
(v) that after the byelaws have been on deposit for 1 month application for them to be confirmed is made to the Department for Communities and Local Government.
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128. 	Ilminster Conservation Area
The Council received an update on progress from Councillor Goodall. Cllr Goodall asked for Councillors comments on the possible proposed amendments to Conservation area. 
RESOLVED that:
(i) Copies of A3 Map be sent out by post to all Councillors to consider further.
(ii) Councillors to submit feedback within a week.

129. 	Authorisation of Payments 
The Schedule of Payments for authorisation was circulated with the agenda for Council’s approval. 
RESOLVED that the accounts listed in the schedules presented to the Council totaling £ 4,508.97 be approved.

130.	Project Plan 
The Council considered the progress on the project plan and whether any changes are necessary were noted.
Issues discussed during consideration of this item included:
·  Item C – to be deleted
·  Copy of Cllr Swann’ letter of authorisation regarding volunteer strimming to be obtained and kept in office.

131. 	Clerk’s Updates
The following Clerk’s Updates have been sent by email since the last Council agenda was published.

	Number
	Date
	Topic

	2/14
	28th January 2014
	Modification Order.
Thank you letter from St Margaret’s Hospice.
Temporary Road Closure.
Licence Applications.



The meeting closed at 20:50 hrs.
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