

Ilminster Town Council Open Spaces Committee 27th October 2015 Minutes 	
Minutes of a meeting of the OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, Ilminster on Tuesday 27th October 2015 at 19.30 hrs
Present:
Chairman: 	Cllr S Shepherd 
Councillors:	F Albin, P Burton, R Drayton, J Fagan, J Fowler, C Goodall, D Kinder, A Shearman, 
S Storey, R Swann and T Walker

In Attendance
Officers:	Mr R Gold (Senior Open Spaces Warden), Miss J Norris (Town Clerk) and
Mrs S Whitefield (Deputy Town Clerk) 

One member of the public attended the meeting.

OS35	Apologies for absence
	Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Keitch, Neave and Sothern

OS36	Declarations of Interest
	No declarations of interest were made regarding any items on the agenda.

OS37	Minutes
		RESOLVED
(i) 	That the minutes of the meeting held on 29th September 2015 be confirmed as a correct record
(ii)	To note the action list relating to the Open Spaces Committee. 

	Issues raised during consideration of the action list included:
· Item 10 Skate Park – Cllr Storey has been in email communication with Ryan Doeller and has arranged to meet with him next week for informal chat.
· Item 12 Cemetery wall repairs – the Town Council would like the work completed in the current financial year. 

OS38	Police Report
	There was no report and no representatives attended the meeting.

OS39 	Wardens Report
	The report from the Senior Open Spaces Warden about recent open spaces activities in Ilminster was considered.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Items discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· Refurbishment of goal posts on the Rec and Britten’s Field
· The Open Spaces Team have met with Cllr Storey to discuss preparations for work at Winterhay playing field.

OS40	Financial Comparison
	The Committee considered the financial comparison report.
Items discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· Recreation review expenditure
· Sports Club Income

OS41	Refund Fair Deposit
	The Committee considered whether to return the deposit of £500 taken from the Fair to cover any damaged caused as a result of holding the fairChair’s Initials



		RESOLVED to return the deposit of £500 to the Fair.

OS42	Play Equipment Annual Inspection
	The Committee considered the Annual Play Equipment Inspection report
Items discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· Visual checks are completed weekly by the Open Spaces Wardens and any safety issues are either resolved at the time or reported to the office if specialist repair is required.
· Issues are prioritised according to risk.
· Although all risks were rated low or very low risk on the Inspection Report some councillors were concerned that some identified risks should be rated higher.
· How is use monitored?
· The Playground Equipment Standard has changed since most of the equipment was installed.
· Risk assessment.
· The slide, swings and wooden balance beam are due to be removed from Winterhay.
· Proposed play area at Swanmead Drive
	
OS43	Surface outside Wardens’ Workshop
	The Committee considered how to improve the surface outside the Wardens’ Workshop.
Items discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· A quotation had previously been obtained for matting.
· Weight / load that any surface will need to be capable of taking
· Area requiring improvement
· Accommodation working group has not met since new Town Council was elected.

RESOLVED	to obtain three quotations to improve the surface outside the Wardens’ Workshop and garage rented to the Cricket Club

OS44	Stiga Repairs
	The Committee considered the quotation received for repairs to the Stiga that requires approval from the Town Council due to the amount and there being no agreed budget.
Items discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· The suitability of the machine
· Choice of decks
· Servicing schedule

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL 
(i) to accept the quotation from Loxton’s for the repairs and a new 105cm 2 bladed deck.
(ii) to investigate alternative machinery for budgetary purposes for the new financial year.

OS45	Acquisition of Additional Land
	The Clerk gave an oral report informing the Committee that steps had been taken to establish who owns the land.

The meeting closed at 20.33
Chair’s Signature & Date





