
Ilminster Town Council Open Spaces Committee 29th September 2015 Minutes 	
Minutes of a meeting of the OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, Ilminster on Tuesday 29th September 2015 on the rising of the Town Council Meeting at 20.20hrs
Present:
Chairman: 	Cllr S Shepherd 
Councillors:	P Burton, J Fagan, C Goodall, V Keitch, D Kinder, A Shearman, J Sothern, S Storey R Swann and T Walker

In Attendance
Officers:	Mr R Gold (Senior Open Spaces Warden), Miss J Norris (Town Clerk), 
Miss A Tolland (Administration Officer) and Mrs S Whitefield (Deputy Town Clerk) 

3 members of the public attended the meeting, two of whom spoke during the public participation session.

Speaker 1 
John Pallister spoke about what he considers to be the appalling condition outside wardens workshop, which is very muddy and smelly.  There have been problems with dogs walking through it and he is concerned about health and safety and environmental issues to workers and users of the recreational area.  
Mr Pallister said the path on Herne Hill which was rotivated and seeded earlier in the year has bare patches and suggested this would be a good time of year to reseed these areas and he volunteered to help.

The Chair responded that the area outside the wardens’ workshop would be discussed as part of the action plan later in the meeting and the Open Spaces Team would check the path on Herne Hill.

Speaker 2 
Ryan Doeller, Project Leader of the charity Streetscape, spoke about safety issues concerning the skate park in particular the surface of some of the equipment is slippery.  The charity has secured a grant of £650 from the Gooch fund to spend improving the skate park and would like to work with the Town Council.

The Chairman responded that this is part of the Play and Paths working group remit and Councillor Storey, Chair of that working group, offered to liaise with Mr Doeller

Cllr Shepherd introduced Ryan Gold, the new Senior Open Spaces Warden and invited councillors to introduce themselves.

OS25	Apologies for absence
	Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Albin, Councillor Drayton, Councillor Fowler and Councillor Neave
 (
Chair’s Initials
)


OS26	Declarations of Interest
The declarations of interest detailed in the table below were made.

	Name
	Agenda Item
	Minute No
	Interest 
	Nature of Interest
	Action 

	Cllr Shepherd
	Agenda 8
Maintenance of land at Court Barton
Agenda 10
Request to make a small Football Pitch for 2015/16 Football Season 
	OS32



OS34
	Personal



Personal
	Member of Ilminster Educational Foundation


President of Cricket Club
	Spoke and voted


Spoke and voted

	Cllr Storey
	Agenda 8
Maintenance of land at Court Barton
	OS32
	Personal
	Member of Ilminster Educational Foundation
	Voted

	Cllr Swann
	Agenda 8
Maintenance of land at Court Barton
	OS32
	Personal
	Member of Ilminster Educational Foundation
	Voted




OS27	Minutes
		RESOLVED
(i) 	That the minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2015 be confirmed as a correct record
(ii)	To note the action list relating to the Open Spaces Committee. 

	Issues raised during consideration of the action list included:
· Grass in the lower part of cemetery has been cut
· Cemetery wall maintenance
· Safety Surfaces Skate Park as raised during public participation
· There had previously been an action to obtain costs for work to put surface matting outside the wardens’ workshop, this had been suspended pending the outcomes of the Open Spaces Review and the work of the Accommodation Working Group; in the light of the comments made during public participation Councillors requested that this item is re-instated and that options are investigated and costed and a report is made to a future meeting. 

OS28	Police Report
	No police representatives attended the meeting. 
Cllr Keitch has spoken to PC Stuart who informed her that subject to available resources, the police intend to be more proactive with resolving any issues with vehicles parked on the carnival route.

OS29 	Wardens Report
	The report from the Open Spaces Wardens about recent open spaces activities in Ilminster was considered.
 (
Chair’s Initials
)
Items discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· The new Kioti Mechron and whether another set of tyres are required
· Keeping the grass longer for the fair.
· The apple trees, one is not looking very healthy
· Assessment of football club volunteers using Town Council machinery
· Reseed grass areas mentioned by John Pallister
· Maintenance of the Burma Star Garden
· Cllr Keitch asked to be notified if new shrubs are to be planted at the Burma Star Garden

OS30	Request to use Recreation Ground in 2016 for All Human Circus
	The Committee considered a request from John Lawson All Human Circus for a repeat visit in 2016.
		
RESOLVED
(i)	that in principle the John Lawson All Human Circus can use the recreation ground to visit during 2016 provided that the date does not clash with other regular events.
(ii)	that the Town Clerk, following consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Open Spaces Committee, is given delegated authority to finalise the arrangements.

OS31	Volunteers using Town Council Open Spaces Equipment
	The Committee considered whether or not volunteers should be allowed, following assessment, to use the large open spaces equipment such as the Stiga, tractor and grass mower.

Items discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· Volunteer policy wording
· Sports Clubs would have to purchase equipment to maintain pitches if unable to use Town Council equipment	
· The Town Council retain the right to withdraw use of equipment
· Recent incident concerning a volunteer using Town Council machinery
· Sad to remove opportunity for volunteers to use equipment
· Football and Cricket Club to be liable for insurance excess and other uninsured losses arising as a result of using equipment
· Benefit of volunteers maintaining sports facilities

		RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND 
(i)	to continue the existing policy that volunteers may use Town Council equipment subject to assessment of competency by the Senior Open Spaces Warden
(ii)	that the Football and Cricket Clubs accept liability for the insurance excess and any other uninsured losses when using Town Council equipment for the benefit of their respective clubs.
	
OS32	Maintenance of Land at Court Barton
	The Committee considered whether or not to continue cutting the grass at Court Barton free of charge.

RESOLVED to continue to cut the grass at Court Barton free of charge
 (
Chair’s Initials
)
Note
Cllrs Shepherd, Storey and Swann declared a personal interest in this agenda item.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
OS33	Badgers on the Recreation Ground/Brittens Field
	The Committee considered whether or not to take any action regarding the badgers on the Recreation Ground/Brittens Field.

Items discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· The possibility of the contractors who are building the football and community facility providing a mini-excavator to reduce the cost of sourcing and hiring a mini-excavator.
· Potential damage to canal brickwork by digging
· Possibility of the proposed work failing and badgers moving to another area of the Recreation Ground/Brittens Field
· Option of relocating badgers which will be much more expensive

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the quotation to fit exclusion gates, exclude badgers and install below ground barrier at the Recreation Ground/Brittens Field dated 28th September 2015 be accepted.

OS34	Request to make a small Football Pitch for 2015/16 Football Season
	The Committee considered a request from the Football Club to add a small 5 v 5 pitch adjacent to the one used by permission of Greenfylde School as it has been highlighted by the league that the Greenfylde pitch is too big.

Items discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· Whether it would encroach on cricket outfield
· Ownership of the land

RESOLVED in principle to support the request for the provision of a small football pitch adjacent to the one used by Greenfylde School subject to agreement from Greenfylde School and Ilminster Educational Foundation.

Note
Cllr Shepherd declared a personal interest in this agenda item.


The meeting closed at 21.30
 (
Chair’s Signature & Date
)


