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ILMINSTER DIVISION – SSDC/SCC COUNCILLOR REPORT MAY 2016

SCC, SSDC, along with parish and town councils, have now all held their annual meetings, with little change apart from the appointment of a new mayor for Ilmiinster Cllr. Val Keitch. Several parishes benefitted from high levels of public interest with a varied programme of speakers and presenters to encourage attendance, of particular note were Broadway and Winsham. 
COUNTY COUNCIL – At this month’s full council meeting, I have been re-appointed as Chairman for SCC’s Corporate Parent Board, and Vice Chair of the Children & Families Scrutiny Committee. 

Concern has been expressed over recent bank closures and the impact on local communities.
Due to funding cuts it has been decided that annual Health & Wellbeing grants will no longer be allocated to members.

SCC is holding its next round of Listening, Learning, Changing Roadshows. The next one will be at IMEx on Saturday 11th June from 10am – 1pm. The information gathered is used in conjunction with public views gathered from other sources to feed into budget decision meetings. Consideration is also given to factors such as national policy and savings that need to be made. 
I have received considerable correspondence over concerns in relation to fracking, which I have passed on, expressing my full support. 
SSDC – I have been re-appointed to serve on the Licensing Committee and the Appeals Panel. 

Agreement has been reached for SSDC to enter into a strategic alliance with Sedgemoor DC, with a focus on income generation, cost reduction and collaborative working. 
AREA WEST – see individual report items for updates. Cllr. Carol Goodall continues as Chair of Area West, with Cllr. Jason Baker appointed as Vice Chair.

CHILDREN'S SERVICES – Agreement has been reached for all new councillors to attend compulsory Corporate Parent training on appointment to ensure improved understanding of our Children Looked After and the part that individual councillors are expected to play in their welfare and education. 
Plans are in place to improve apprenticeship opportunities for care leavers through the local business community. 

The SCC Three Year Plan (developed in partnership with police, health, schools, early years
settings and other services) to drive forward performance for children, young people and their 
families, has been approved. It has been produced after 12 months of urgent improvements to 
children’s services in Somerset. Initial priorities have been achieved and focus will now be on:- 
• Supporting children, families and communities to become more resilient
• Promoting healthy outcomes and giving children the best start in life
• Improving emotional health and wellbeing
• Building skills for life
• Providing help early and effectively
• Achieving effective multi-agency support to develop an excellent children’s social work service
• Embedding a ‘think family’ approach across the workforce
  Feedback from the DfE appointed advisors to Somerset’s Improvement Programme, Essex County Council, has been positive.

EDUCATION – Recent reports have confirmed that Somerset now heads the list of shire counties for the % of schools performing good or better, with GCSE results exceeding those of both Devon and Dorset. In April 2016 nearly 92% of Somerset’s schools were rated good or better by Ofsted, up from 84% in 2015. The county now ranks 20th out of 152 authorities for its schools, and nearly 60% of Somerset’s pupils achieved the headline five A-C grade GCSEs* (including English and Maths), above the national average.
GREENFYLDE SCHOOL - Congratulations go to Greenfylde School which has gained a national award for the use of its Pupil Premium grant. Well done!

	

	ACADEMIES - SCC has welcomed the recent announcement of the government’s plans to abandon the forced conversion of all schools to academies.

	SCC’s strategy for ‘Achieving Excellence for All’, has been co-produced with schools, colleges and other education settings, businesses, unions and governors, laying out ambitions and priorities for educational improvement until 2020.  The priorities in the strategy include:
• Ensuring quality and consistency in the provision of learning, education and training
• Helping the most vulnerable learners reach their potential and succeed
• Reaching out to local communities, businesses, providers and universities
• Empowering children and young people to make the best choices about their own futures
• Giving children and families more input in service design
• Working with the best Early Years settings and schools to lead improvement of others 
• Promoting innovation and creativity in teaching, learning and the curriculum
• Ensuring access to the right services at the right time, and the right place.
The document also reinforces the SCC’s changing role in education, to exclusively drive high standards, facilitate new partnerships and support providers to achieve better outcomes.


CORPORATE PARENT BOARD – An interim administrative assistant has now been recruited.  
Concern has been raised about the lapse in undertaking timely health assessments for Children Looked After and the part that the Clinical Commissioning Group can play in addressing this. 

	Care Leavers’ T&F – Stepping Stones, an initiative for 16 to 21 year olds living in care the support and skills to start their lives as independent adults, has been introduced. SCC is seeking enthusiastic, compassionate people, living in Somerset’s main towns, to become carers. A large part of the role is mentoring them in important life skills, including budgeting, cooking, and washing. It also involves instilling confidence in them, helping them work towards their goals - whether pursuing further education, apprenticeships, finding employment, or developing social skills. 
To find out more phone 0800 587 9900 or visit www.fosteradoptsomerset.org.uk


COUNTY FARMS LAND – This was an item on SCC’s Policies and Place Scrutiny this month. 
A T&F group has focused on three particular areas for future use – solar energy; conversion to residential; housing development potential. 
Grid capacity has caused issues with the installation of solar panels. There are currently 33 let farms with a total acreage of 4100. The SCC strategy policy was reiterated ‘maintaining a farmed estate for strategic use.’ Lifetime tenancies are NOT on the disposal list.
Community use of land was raised. If areas of ‘lower strategic value’ are identified, then it is possible for an arrangement to be considered for community use of the land.  

HIGHWAYS – 
Specific Road Investment Strategy schemes relevant to this area have been announced for the period 2015/2020.
A303/A358 improvements: Dualling the A358 between Southfields roundabout and the M5. 

The government will set aside funding for smaller scale improvements to the A303/A30 between Southfields and Honiton to improve safety and journey quality. It is admitted that large scale improvements are challenging given the Blackdown Hills AONB status. Locally it is important for everyone to maintain an ongoing campaign to ensure funding is obtained for future five year programmes. Contract prices are increasing and fixed funding is causing concern about viability.
Gully clearing – Urban areas every 4 yrs. Rural areas every 2 yrs. Hot spots are cleared annually

Somerset 3rd quarter road casualties Jan. – Sept. 2015
	Casualty Type
	Jan – Sept. 2015
	% Change from 2014/15
	Change direction

	Killed & Serious Severity 
	150
	97
	Down 3%

	Fatals
	17
	71
	Down 29%

	Slight
	943
	91
	Down 9%

	Pedal cycles
	91
	89
	Down 11%

	2 wheeled vehicles
	76
	57
	Down 43%

	Cars/Taxis
	785
	99
	Down 1%

	Bus/Mini Bus
	3
	20
	Down 80%

	HGVs
	30
	100
	Stat

	Pedestrians
	102
	88
	Down 22%

	Mobility Scooters
	3
	300
	Up 300%


	SPEED INDICATOR REPORTS 

Broadway Pound Road – April – 19-30th               667 vehicles over 50mph      

Median : 38 mph         85% Percentile : 46 mph       Total Count : 8559

Broadway – May – 1st- 4th                                       171 vehicles over 50mph
Median : 39 mph         85% Percentile : 47 mph       Total Count : 2086

Donyatt  (A358 Pound Corner) – April - 19-30th      42 vehicles over 50mph

Median : 34 mph         85% Percentile : 37 mph       Total Count : 25559
Donyatt  (A358 Pound Corner) – May 1st – 4th      14 vehicles over 50mph

Median : 34 mph         85% Percentile : 38 mph       Total Count : 6505

Winsham Church Street – April – 12th – 26th             39 vehicles over 50mph

Median : 30 mph         85% Percentile : 37 mph       Total Count : 8432

Road Assured Scheme. A new programme to support older drivers, people with health issues or those returning to driving following a health issue is now available through SCC’s road safety team.

It enables individuals to take a short assessed drive with an approved driving instructor who will offer objective, independent advice and provide a written report at the end of the assessment.

Individuals can book their own assessment, or be referred by their GP, health professional, a friend or family member. Where there is a GP referral, a copy of the report is sent to them to help decide what steps, if any, should be taken. It is not designed to address the issue of notifiable medical conditions, which remains the responsibility of the driver. To find out more call 01823 423430, email roadsafety@somerset.gov.uk or visit http://www.somersetroadsafety.org/page/road-assured/214/ 
Small Improvement Schemes - I have now received confirmation that work on the Horton/Five Dials Corner speed reduction scheme is to begin in October.




Highways maintenance 2016 - Grass cutting in rural areas usually starts in May depending on seasonal growing conditions. Busiest routes are cut first because of the higher volumes of traffic using them. Verges are cut to a minimum of one metre in width from the road side to provide safety for pedestrians, preserve visibility and help surface water flow along road channels. Sight lines are also cut at road junctions and bends to ensure better visibility for all road users. Each highway verge, including junction visibilities, will be cut once during this season, except A and B road junction visibilities, which will be cut twice. In certain urban areas grass cutting is carried out by District Councils. 
2016 Road Classification Grass Cutting - subject to change due to weather/unforeseen events
A and B roads (including visibility splays) 16 May – 10 June

C and unclassified roads 13 June – 5 August

A and B visibility splays only Mid to late August dependant on rate of growth

Environmentally protected sites, usually at the end of the growing season

STRUCTURAL MAINTENANCE SCHEMES 2016/17

Non-Principal Carriageway Resurfacing - Ilminster – Ditton Street (2-3 days max.)
Footway Schemes - Ilminster - Station Road

Drainage Schemes - Ashill – Thickthorne Lane; Horton – Hanning Road/Horton Road

Knowle St. Giles – Knowle Church Road
Carriageway Surface Dressing - Whitelackington – Old A303; Knowle St. Giles – Cricket Lane

BUS SERVICE – After a recent tendering process for service 99 between Chard and Yeovil (service between Chard and Taunton is operated by Stagecoach) the contract has been won by South West Coaches. From 13 June they will operate this route section, renumbered 96 to avoid confusion with the Stagecoach Chard to Taunton 99 route, on a 7-year contract. I have received correspondence from a Chard resident concerned about the impact of the new reduced timetable.
WHITELACKINGTON/STOCKLINCH – ongoing issues relating to the stretch of road between both communities, which is often impassable, has been referred to highways and the county councillor responsible.

PLANNING – The draft charging schedule for the introduction of the Community Infrastructure Levy is to be presented to the independent examiner this month. The current proposal is for 15% of CIL to be returned to parish/town councils, which increases to 25% where neighbourhood plans are in place, the remainder to be used for wider strategic purposes. Complaints have been received in relation to the letter sent to local residents, which has been deemed incomprehensible.
BROADBAND – Following a presentation on plans for future rollout to address the 10% of local businesses and residences that will not receive coverage under the current project, a decision was taken at SSDC’s full council meeting this month to decline to commit the £640k funding requested, as it was considered there was still insufficient information to be able to do so. However, the provisional allocation will be retained until there is greater clarification.

DILLINGTON GATE – Considerable local concern has been expressed over the closure of the gate at the Whitelackington end of the estate. Discussion to resolve the issue is ongoing. 
CHARD MUSEUM – The museum is to hold an ‘IN OR OUT’ open evening on the night of the referendum vote, 23rd June. A free glass of wine will be available to anyone presenting their poll card between 6pm – 8pm. 
LIBRARIES

Proposals to modify opening hours at both Chard and Ilminster libraries have now been agreed, with some changes having taken into account public response to the recent consultation.

	ILMINSTER
	CURRENT HOURS
	NEW TIMES
	REDUCTION

	Monday
	9.30 – 1
	9.30 – 12
	1

	Tuesday
	9.30 – 5
	9.30 – 4.30
	½ 

	Wednesday
	9.30 – 5
	9.30 – 12
	5

	Thursday
	Closed
	Closed
	

	Friday
	9.30 – 5
	9.30 – 4.30
	½ 

	Saturday
	9.30 – 12.30
	9.30 – 12
	½

	TOTAL HOURS
	29
	21½ 
	7½ 

	CHARD
	CURRENT HOURS
	NEW TIMES
	REDUCTION

	Monday
	9 – 5
	9.30 – 4.30
	1 

	Tuesday
	9 – 5
	9.30 – 4.30
	1 

	Wednesday
	Closed
	Closed
	

	Thursday
	9 - 6
	9.30 – 5
	1½ 

	Friday
	9 – 5
	9.30 – 4.30
	1

	Saturday
	9 – 1
	9.30 – 12.30
	1  

	TOTAL HOURS
	35
	29½ 
	5½ 


ACTIVITIES/EVENTS ATTENDED

	3/5
	Broadway PC meeting

	4/5
	Ilminster Memory Café 

	5/5
	SCC – Councillor Guide & Corporate Parent meetings

	5/5
	SCIL – Governor training – policies and procedures

	5/5
	Ashill – constituent planning meeting

	6/5
	Leaving Care T&F Meeting

	7/5
	Ilminster Town Crier Competition

	7/5
	Broadway Hill Methodist Church Open Day

	8/5
	Donyatt VH Breakfast

	8/5
	SiCC meeting - Bridgwater

	9/5
	Ilminster – constituent meeting re: DwP issued

	9/5
	Donyatt PC and annual meeting

	9/5
	Ashill PC and annual meeting

	9/5
	Dowlish Wake PC and annual meeting

	10/5
	SCC – Voice of the Child participation meeting

	10/5
	Winsham Annual Parish meeting

	11/5
	Somerset Day Awards – Museum of Somerset

	11/5
	Crewkerne Inner Wheel President’s Night

	12/5
	Tatworth Wives fund raising coffee morning

	12/5
	Ilminster Literary Festival event – The Retreat

	13/5
	SCC – Children and Families Scrutiny 

	13/5
	LGA mentor scrutiny briefing

	13/5
	SCC – Leaving Care T&F group

	13/5
	Whitelackington VH quiz night

	13/5
	Winsham School celebration evening

	14/5
	Ilminster Literary festival launch – Market House

	14/5
	Ashill School Fayre

	14/5
	SCC – ‘Dreams and Aspirations’ art exhibition preview – Brewhouse

	14/5
	St. Peter’s Church Horton fund raising quiz

	15/5
	Horton Church partnership Pentecost service

	16/5
	Horton PC annual meeting

	17/5
	Ashill/Winsham School French Day

	17/5
	Christian Aid coffee morning – Ashill VH

	17/5
	SCC – Art exhibition opening

	17/5
	Ilminster Town Council annual meeting

	18/5
	SCC – full council

	18/5
	SCC – meeting with Children’s Services Directorate 

	18/5
	SCC – social values team meeting

	18/5
	SSDC – Area West

	19/5
	Winsham VH coffee morning

	19/5
	Horton – Hastoe development meeting

	19/5
	Fiveways School – curriculum meeting

	19/5
	SSDC – full council

	20/5
	Ilminster – referendum debate

	20/5
	Chaffcombe VH – Pip Utton performance

	21/5
	Whitelackington VH – table top sale

	21/5
	Ashill Church plant sale

	21/5
	Broadway VH – BATS Wizard of Oz performance

	23/5
	London – Improving Outcomes for Vulnerable Children Conference

	23/5
	Ilminster Literary Festival Committee meeting

	23/5
	Ilminster Fairtrade AGM

	23/5
	Chaffcombe PC Annual meeting

	24/5
	SCC – Policies and Place Scrutiny

	24/5
	SCC – Highways briefing

	24/5
	Burnham-on-Sea – Connecting Devon & Somerset SEO workshop

	24/5
	Horton VH – Windows 10 workshop

	25/5
	Chard Museum events/fund raising meeting

	25/5
	SCC – Virtual School meeting

	25/5
	Warehouse Theatre – When We Are Married performance

	26/5
	Broadway VH quiz
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