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SSDC Budget and Council Tax - The SSDC Budget setting process has started with the initial consideration by District Executive last week – the assumptions at this stage are that there will be NO increase in SSDC's Council Tax precept of £150.74 pa per Band D dwelling (other bands obviously do not change either from last year.) PLUS NO increase in car parking rates for any SSDC owned car parks. It is envisaged that there will be reduction/cuts in service provision and this is due to efficiencies, savings and additional income. 

Local Plan – The public consultation on the last 4 modifications ended last Friday (10th October).   None of these involved Ilminster apart from the fact that any extra consultation impacts on and dictates the timetable of the Local Plan itself.  When compared with the original consultation the number of the recent representations (54) was comparatively low. It is considered improbable that the Local Plan Inspector will resume the Hearings but will go straight towards completing his report on the whole Plan. His latest communication suggested that the final report would be with SSDC by the end of the year so we will know the outcome of his deliberation on the Ilminster situation among all other issues.

Future of Local Government - The outcome of the Scottish Referendum and the subsequent debate over governance arrangements in the whole of the UK has inevitably raised the prospect of Local Government re-organisation again.   It is interesting that the debate on this issue runs in cycles – happening in 1993/94 and 2007/2008.  However with the debate once again in the public arena, the County Council Network (County Council and Unitary representative body) are proposing that all existing 2 tier areas such as Somerset become unitary authorities based on the county council area.

A referendum held in all the Districts in 2008 strongly rejected the idea of a single unitary authority based on the Somerset County Council area which meant Somerset remained as it was – Devon, Dorset and Gloucestershire also rejected the unitary proposal.   Wiltshire and Cornwall became unitary.   SSDC did at one time propose a unitary authority but it was based on the joining together of South Somerset and Mendip, the population count was a closer match to the population of the two existing Somerset Unitary authorities (BANES and North Somerset) and more significantly reflected the self containment aspect of the East of Somerset from the Taunton/Bridgwater and West Somerset geographical area.   However, this proposal was not successful and so SSDC joined with the other Districts to retain the status quo.  It is highly likely that this issue will be debated again but it is unlikely that any serious discussion will take place until after the election in 2015.

Waste Collection -  SSDC and Taunton have provisionally agreed to purchase new waste collection vehicles at a cost of around £7m.   This has become necessary because the purchase of new vehicles is outside the existing contract.    SSDC has agreed to do this because they are in a far better position financially than the other Districts.   It is proposed that the other Districts will, through the Somerset Waste Partnership, reimburse SSDC and Taunton District Councils.

The Somerset Waste Partnership is debating whether 7 day working could be a practical alternative to reduce costs and infrastructure investment.   If such a proposal goes forward a full consultation exercise will be carried out in those settlements where the collection of rubbish and recycled material would be collected on a weekend.
	September
	Activity

	17th 
	Visited the District Council organised Food Fair

	
	Area West Committee Meeting

	19th 
	Business Rates Meeting at District

	21st
	Community Clean up in Swan Precinct

	22nd 
	NHS Foundation Trust Annual General Meeting – SSDC representative

	23rd 
	Town Council - Full Council Meeting

	26th 
	South Somerset District Council – arrange for the toilets in Tesco Courtyard to be left open for Carnival Night

	30th 
	Town Council – Open Spaces

	October
	

	3rd 
	South Somerset District Council - SWAP Audit Committee Training

	5th 
	Community Litter Pick of the side streets after the Carnival

	7th 
	Town Council – Planning and Resources Committee

	8th 
	Ilminster Cricket Club Committee Meeting

	13th
	South Somerset District Council Portfolio Holder Briefing



