Agenda No. 10

Parking and Transport Issues
Planning, Highways &Transport Committee 11th August 2015
RECOMMENDED that the Committee considers its view on each of the situations A-I in this report and that the appropriate authority /organisation is informed of that view. 






Introduction 
1. Somerset County Council (SCC), Highways Services is the responsible Authority for on-road parking and transport matters in Ilminster, South Somerset District Council is responsible for car parks. Ilminster town Council has no direct responsibility for parking or transport issues but it can make representations to the appropriate organisations on subjects and situations that affect the town. 

Update
2. The Chair and Vice Chair of the Planning Highways and Transport Committee and myself met with Gary Warren from Somerset County Council Highways Services on 16 July 2015. The following information is an update on matters, discussed at the Planning Highways and Transport Committee on 7 July 2015 which were raised with Mr Warren:
· Speed Limit Knott Oak - it may be possible to extend the speed limit as requested by the resident
· Parking restrictions, Listers Hill, Junction of Listers Hill / Springfield, Court Barton
A Road Traffic Order (RTO) amending parking restriction is likely to be made in the early autumn – the changes requested for the above locations can all be included in that RTO - no further information needs to be provided by the Town Council 
It is likely to be about 12 months before the relevant road markings are painted in and the RTO can be enforced
· Disabled Parking Bays
The County Council will consider the requests for the disabled bay near the Parish Rooms, making the parking bay by The Retreat designated for disabled parking and unrestricting the one outside Lloyds and also putting hatched markings either side of the bay  outside Milford and Dormer.
· Marking Disabled Bays the disabled bays are marked to meet any relevant legislation and standards 

New Issues 
1. Speeding At Highfield And The Surrounding Area
At the meeting on 16 July with Mr Warren, he reported that, following correspondence from a resident regarding speeding at Highfield, a weeks readings were taken by a speed indicator device (SID) - the monitor was working 24 hours a day. During the time the speeds were recorded no one exceeded the speed limit, the average speed was 14mph and the highest 6 speeds each day were in the 25-30mph bracket. This is for information only.
1. New Road 
There is a pinch point near the arch where there is currently a white H bar marking – it has been suggested this should be replaced with double yellow lines – “ no waiting at any time”,
 Somerset Highways would like the Town Council’s view on this suggestion. 
1. Ditton Street / Shudrick Lane Junction
There have been a number or reports of dangerous situations on  the junction of Ditton Street and Shudrick Lane where vehicles fail to observe the “ Give Way” signs and markings. It has been suggested that the sign should be changed from “Give Way” to “ Stop”. 
Somerset Highways would like the Town Council’s view on this suggestion. 
1. Signage on the A303 
Following the recent accidents on the A3030 near Ilminster, a Town Councillor has made the following suggestion for signage at the start of the Ilminster Bypass at the western end, and at the South Petherton roundabout at the eastern end: 
In a similar manner to some roads in France, erect large sign proclaiming “XX number of deaths on this road in the last five years due to speeding”...with each death was represented by a small black figure on the signage and at every point where there had been a fatality have a life-size black cutout of a person erected on the side of the road.
The Town Council’s view on this suggestion is sought.
1. Safety on the A303
A member of the public has suggested “that the middle lane of the Ilminster bypass section of the A303 should be cordoned off so that the road would then become a two lane highway until such time as the road can be made a dual carriageway.” The person making the suggestion believes “This would discourage ill advised overtaking”. 
The Town Council’s view on this suggestion is sought.
1. Parking in Ilminster and Traffic Flow when the A303 is closed
A Town Councillor has observed that traffic delays in Ilminster when the A303 is closed can be exacerbated by on-road parking on what becomes a major route. In order to alleviate the traffic flow difficulties perhaps there could be an arrangement with South Somerset District Council that for the time of the period of the road closure car parks could be used free of charge with the intention of encouraging people to move their cars off the road and into the car park. 
The Town Council’s view on this suggestion is sought.
1. Traffic Flow at Southfields Roundabout 
A member of the public has emailed the following: “Very often it is difficult to negotiate South Roundabout due to the volume of traffic and I feel the traffic would flow much more easily if traffic lights were installed on the various roads meeting at the roundabout.” 
The Town Council’s view on this suggestion is sought.
1. Parking 
Mr Colin Bailey recently participated in Public Participation at a Town Council meeting by submitting a short document regarding parking that was read out by the Mayor. The Mayor said that the document would be referred to an appropriate Committee for consideration; the document is attached to this report as Appendix A. 
The Town Council’s view on this document is sought.
1. East Street / Bay Hill 
A Town Councillor has submitted the following to be considered “There is a very bad blind spot - caused by parked vehicles - for motorists emerging from East Street onto Bay Hill and driving East towards Whitelackington. The problem is that parking is allowed too close to the junction and often the vehicles parked there are larger motor homes which make visibility even worse. When you drive out of East Street to an apparently clear road, a car will suddenly appear from behind these parked vehicles - and very often vehicles are breaking the speed limit here which means they approach at an even greater pace 'from nowhere' and one day a serious accident could occur at this junction. I would like to ask the council to consider asking for the double yellow lines prohibiting parking to be extended westwards on Butts road to allow for better visibility for this poor junction.” 
The Town Council’s view on this suggestion is sought.





Report Prepared 7 August 2015

For further information contact: The Town Clerk, tel: 01460 52149 or 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	email town.council@ilminster.gov.uk 

