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Planning, Highways & Transport Committee 11th August 2015
RECOMMENDED that the Committee considers its stance regarding the bus services in Ilminster and whether it wishes to make any further representations


Introduction
1. Whilst the Town Council has no direct responsibility regarding bus services, it is of obvious importance to residents of Ilminster and those in surrounding areas who wish to come into the Town; therefore it is a subject on which the Town Council can make representations to the appropriate bodies and organisations.

Background information
2. At the Annual Town Assembly, a letter was presented from a resident asking ‘what representation was made by our Town Council to the bus company (First) in connection with the cutting of the bus services through and to Ilminster, and has a request been made to either Webber Buses or Stagecoach to see if they would consider putting bus services to Ilminster, to replace what has been lost’, 

3. A letter was sent to the resident, advising that these points would be brought up at the forthcoming Planning, Highways & Transport Committee Meeting

Actions Previously Taken By Ilminster Town Council 
4. In response to a letter from Otterford Parish Council (December 2014) regarding threats to cut the Route 608 service, Ilminster Town Council sent a letter to Somerset County Council supporting continuation of the service.

5. In 2012/13 the Town Council lobbied the appropriate organisations and was able to influence the route that bus route 30 takes through Ilminster.

Research 
6. The Administration Officer (Information), has researched the existing bus route operated by First (No. 30) and Nippy Bus (No. 10), and the previous timetables for both services.  The difference identified is that First Group’s Bus Service No. 30 was reduced in April 2015 from an hourly service and it now runs every 1.5 hrs.

Background Papers:
Timetables: First Bus No. 30 Taunton-Chard-Axminster via Ilminster and Nippy Bus No. 10 Martock-Ilminster-Taunton.



