ILMINSTER TOWN COUNCIL

Council Offices
North Street
ILMINSTER
Somerset
TA19 0DG

Tel: 01460 52149
Fax: 01460 55642
e-mail: town.council@ilminster.gov.uk

mwnwcoun-cu

Town Clerk: Joy Norris

Date: 6t May 2014

Dear Councillor

The Annual Meeting of the Town Council which you are summoned to attend will be held
on Tuesday 13" May 2014 in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, North Street, liminster

starting at 19:30 hrs.

The business to be transacted at the meeting is outlined on the Agenda below. Any reports
listed as “to follow” will be made available as soon as possible, and in any event at least 30

minutes before the start of the meeting.
Yours sincerely

Joy Notris
Town Clerk

AGENDA
1. Apologies for Absence
To receive apologies for absence from Councillors unable to attend the meeting.

2. Declarations of Interest
To receive any declarations from Councillors and Officers of interests in respect of
matters to be considered at this meeting, together with an appropriate statement
regarding the nature of the interest.

3. Appointment of Mayor
To elect the Mayor for the period to May 2015

4, Declaration of Acceptance of Office
To receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office by the Mayor

5. Appointment of Deputy Mayor
To appoint the Deputy Mayor for the period to May 2015

6. Minutes

a) To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 8t April 2014 as a correct record.

(to foliow)
b) To consider the office Action Plan relating to the Town Council Meetings.



10.

11.

12,

13.

Appointment of Committees and Committee Chairs & Vice Chairs
a) Open Spaces

b) Planning, Highways and Transport Committee

¢} Resources

Appointment of Representatives to Outside Bodies

To appoint representatives to various organisations: a list of the organisations and the
current representative is attached. (list of current representatives attached, agenda
item 8)

Appointment of Cheque Signatories
To appoint Councillors as signatories to the Town Council’s bank account; a list of the
current signatories is attached. (as attached, agenda item 9)

Calendar of Meetings 2014/15

It is usual practice for the annual council meeting to approve the calendar of meetings
for the municipal year as the committee worki ng group has yet to consider the
frequency of meetings a calendar for 2014/15 has not yet been compiled. In order to
facilitate decision making in the short term Council agreed to schedule one cycle of
meetings, the proposed dates are as follows:

Council 24 June
Planning, Highways and Transport 20 May, 17 June
Open Spaces 3rd June
Resources 10 June

Mayor’s Announcements/Engagements
a) The Mayor will make announcements relevant to Town Council and Mayoral
activities and engagements
b) The Mayor attended the following engagements between 8th April 2014 and 13th
May 2014.
» Thursday 10t April 2014 Alzheimer's Society ‘Singing for the Brain’ event at
Muchelney House
Monday 14 April 2014 Little boots Day Nursery Grand Opening
Thursday 24 April 2014 Jaspers Bistro ‘Business Opening’
Sunday 27% April 2014 liminster Scout Group ‘St Georges Day Parade’
Saturday 3 May 2014 ‘Mayor of Frome’s ‘Garden Party’
Thursday 8" May 2014 Taunton Deane Borough Council ‘Annual Meeting and
Mayor Making Ceremony’ at The Taunton Rugby Club, Hyde Lane, Bathpool,
Taunton
* Monday 28" April 2014 Royal British Legion ‘Awards ceremony at the Minster
Rooms, liminster

* & © @ @

Police Report
Iiminster Beat Report — May 2014 (as attached, agenda item 12)

Report from the County Councilior for the liminster Division
To receive a report from the County Councillor
County Councillor Report April 2014 — Clir Linda Vijeh (attached, Agenda item 13)



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Reports from District Councillors
To receive reports from District Councillors
(There were no reports received at the time the Agenda was published)

Reports from Representatives on Qutside Bodies
To receive reports from Representatives on Qutside Bodies.
(There were no reports received at the time the Agenda was published)

Resources Committee
The Chair of the Resources Committee will present recommendations made by the
Committee meeting held on the 29" April 2014. (as attached, agenda item 16)

Recommendations regarding Open Spaces Review
To consider recommendations regarding licences between the Town Council and the
Sports Club. (to follow)

Authorisation of Payments and Notification of Virements
The Schedule of Payments for authorisation is attached for Council’s approval.

Project Plan (as attached, agenda item 19)
To consider progress on the project plan and whether any changes are necessary.

Clerk’s Updates
The following Clerk's Updates have been sent by email since the last Council agenda
was published.

Number Date Topic

6/14 04.04.14 Local Plan

Temporary Road Closure Bere Milis Lane and Watery
Lane Donyatt

Winterhay Lane

Work on the Rec & Herne Hill

7114 28.04.14 Annual Town Meeting Reminder

June Funfair

Police & Crime Commissioner newsletter
liminster New Street Names

Beech Tree Planting

Staffing

Winterhay Lane
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Agenda Item 8

Representatives on Outside Bodies
2013/14

Christmas Lights

John Pallister

Chamber of Commerce

Carol Goodall, Emma Jane
Taylor

Dementia Friendly
Communities

Jo Sothern

Greenfylde School Sophie Storey
lle Valley Children’s Centre Carol Goodall
lle Youth Centre Philip Burton

IIminster Education
Foundation

Stuart Shepherd, Roger
Swann, Linda Vijeh

IIminster Forum

Andrew Lawson

IIminster Local Action Group

On hold due restructure

fiminster Tourism

Sophie Storey

Meeting House

Jo Sothern

MTIG Carol Goodall, (Emma Jane
Taylor)

PACT Val Keitch

SALC David Miller

Swanmead School Sophie Storey

Twinning Association Linda Vijeh

Wadham School

Stuart Shepherd




Cheque Signatories 2013/14

Agenda No 9

Cheque Signatories

Councillors: Carol Goodall, David Miller, Stuart Shepherd, Roger Swann,
Emma Jane Taylor

Officers: Joy Norris, Marilyn Shelley (only in absence of the Clerk)




{Iminster Town Report May 2014

If you think a crime may be in progress, about to happen or that offenders are still
nearby - regardless of the time of day or night - call 999.

When reporting a crime please call the following numbers:

General enquires number and crime reporting 101

OR

In case of emergency 999.

Or

CRIME STOPPERS on 0800 555 111

Your calf cannot be traced and you will not be asked your name.

For more information and for more advice on all the above and much more
Please visit

www.avonandsomerset.police.uk

Good evening to you all, since the last Police report we at liminster
station have been kept up to our usual work in the Town and in the
surrounding villages.

As you are probably aware there is a major shake-up in the way Avon
and Somerset Police will be running their business. | am pleased to
announce that PC Andy STUART and his two PCSO’s John and Karen
are all staying at liminster. There will however be an overall reduction of
hard area PCSO’s from 12 to 8 from this July. Those moving have been
informed. There will however be an extra Beat PC in Chard and another
one due in area at some stage soon meaning 6 PC's on area Beat
Teams backed by 1 Beat Sergeant for area.

L}
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There have also been lots of reports on the local news that Police
Stations are closing everywhere. If | can, please let me reassure you;
The cost of up keeping large buildings that in many cases are no longer,
being used to their original capacity is money that could be spent on
more needed requirements for modern policing. In most cases the
Police will be looking for suitable premises in the same town currently
having Police stations, suggestions include Local Council Offices or
other Council amenities. Whilst liminster Police station is down for
closure, we have been assured that this will not happen until a suitable
alternative has been located within liminster, with local Fire station a
preferred choice.

There have been 18 reported incidents/crimes in liminster for April down
from 22 for same time last year, long may this declining trend continue.
Reports of 3 violence against person crimes, one of which unknown
suspect at this time.

1 public order offence where offender was given a fixed penalty notice.
3 vehicle damage crimes one same vehicle twice believed to be an
ongoing issue.

Theft of Catalytic Converters from Highways depot.

A couple of shop iifting incidents, both being dealt with.

The ASB calls to liminster Recreation Ground seem to have reduced in
numbers, but this area is still a main target for our team in the evenings.
As always we do encourage people to phone all incidents or suspicious
activity to us with as much detail as possible.
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ILMINSTER DIVISION - COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT APRIL 2014

COUNTY COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Recruitment for the new CEO is due to take place week beginning 12% May, and | have been
asked to participate in the selection process.

The sponsored abseil took place earlier this month, and so far over £8,000 has been raised.
Clir. Sam Crabb, has stood down as Leader of the Liberal Democrats, and has been replaced
by Clir. Jane Lock.

in the coming financial report an under spend of £22m. will be reported; this is as a result of
monies coming from central government only being received on 315t March.

The contract with Webber Bus for the Taunton Park and Ride service was terminated at the
end of April, due to under performance, with a new contractor due to be announced shortly.

A visit by Minister Ed Vaizey, and a meeting held with members of the business community at
Monk’s Yard, to applaud Broadband roll out in the area, was not well received. There continues
to be concern over the extent to which this will have a positive impact on liminster, with no
confirmation of total coverage, largely for commercial reasons.

| have taken this up with county and understand that there are plans in place to overcome this
by exploring local contracts.

FLOODING

Regular reports on the recovery process after the flooding on the levels continue to be
received. Additional funding totalling £13m has been forthcoming from DEFRA with the
intention for it to alleviate hardship specifically for those in the farming community.
There continues to be some localised flooding in liminster, which although not causing
disruption, does need attention, and | have reguested a meeting with highways and
Town Council representatives to take place as soon as possible to ensure appropriate
measures are put in place.

HIGHWAYS/TRANSPORT

As previously mentioned and reported in the local press, a petition was launched in relation to
the continued closure of The Beacon. No end date has yet been forthcoming whilst the cause
and solution of the subsidence continues to be investigated.

[ am due to meet with residents from Kingstone and Dowlish over ongoing highways issues,
and have been in touch with SSDC's planning dept. in relation to back roads to some of our
villages being used by HGVs removing building site materials.

Residents have raised the issue of the poor provision of rural school transport, and its cost,
particularly for those children travelling to secondary schools and academies. | am pursuing
this on their behalf, and noted at Scrutiny that in the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment South
Somerset fares worst for accessiblity to seocndary school by public transport.

SID (Speed Indicator Device) results for the first two weeks in April show:-

liminster — average speed 31mph, with 38,339 recorded vehicle movements.

Broadway — average speed 37mph, with 8,440 recorded vehicle movements.

LOCAL PLAN

In relation to the SSDC local plan, in which the planned direction of growth for liminster
continues to be a cause for concern and discussion, submission to the inspector, thought to be
in June, is awaited.

At Donyatt,due to representations from a local resident, discussions have been held with
county officers over the effect that any future growth will have on county farmland in the area.

ROYAL DEVON & EXETER NHS FT

My involvement continues, with a focus on exploring ways in which elected members such as
myself can increase levels of engagement, to ensure that the local community have input into
any decisions that affect them. | will be attending the Royal Devon Show on their behalf.



EDUCATION

The problem of providing free school meals for infants from this September, has largely
been overcome, with the strategy intended to resolve the issue being finalised this month; it
is thought this will involve a combination of external providers and funds used to upgrade

existing facilities.

CHILDREN'S CENTRES
Cabinet decisions have now been finalised in relation to proposed changes to this service.

SOMERSET GOVERNORS’ STRATEGY GROUP

Interviews for the new Executive Officer have now taken place, although the outcome is not yet
certain. There continues to be a need for additional representation by governors on this group;
the normal commitment is not onerous and it provides an opportunity for local input.

WILLOW SCHOOLS CO-OPERATIVE TRUST
| have nothing further to report here at present, with the next meeting due early in May.

SOMERSET in CARE COUNCIL

| joined the group for their residentiai weekend and can confirm that the ‘giant swing’ is much
scarier than abseiling! £200k of funding has been invested with a view to actively gaining
apprenticeship places for Children Looked After, who are reaching the stage where they will be
assisted in moving on to independent living. The group now regularly participates as members
of SCC’s Corporate Parent meetings.

SOMERSET SKILLS AND LEARNING
I have nothing further to report on this at present, with the next meeting planned for early May.

SOMERSET RURAL YOUTH PROJECT

The appointment of the new board chair has now been carried out, with David Taylor (Ex
SCC) due to take up this unpaid position in June. Concerns over funding for this coming
financial year have largely been resolved. Although unable to attend the last board meeting,
due to other work commitments | submitted a number of questions/comments for consideration
and will report on the response next month.

SCC SCRUTINY

At this month's meeting the lack of achievement for Children Looked After was under
consideration; in Somerset exclusion and absenteeism rates amongst this group are higher
than the national average. Support funding has been increased to £1200 per child, which will
no longer go straight to schools, as previously, but will be monitored by the newly appointed
virtual head teacher who will continuously assess the impact.

There are now 9 members of the newly appointed Leaving Care Council, providing support and
advice for those about to leave full time care.

In the news this week residents will have seen reports of the plan to pay foster carers a wage.
A recruitment drive is underway to help improve placements and avoid the disruption that a
lack of suitable permanent care can cause.

In the Corporate Monitoring Report for the quarter there has been a decline in performance in
relation to working with partner organisations; it appears that this is due to ongoing negotations
over the formation of community libraries, which have yet to be finalised.

The Care Commissioning Group presented their two year plan, which forms part of a 5 year
strategy with 4 key thermes. Care in the community is to increase, along with a focus on
projects to aid prevention of poor health. Pians for providing 7 day care across all health
providers are underway. Health scores for the % of adults with depression and emergency
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Resources Committee Recommendation

The Resources Committee met on 29th April 2014, and made the following
recommendation:

Staffing of the Open Spaces Team

RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that:

(i) That the Council offers the current Apprentice a permanent, full time
contract as an Open Spaces Warden

(i) That the contract referred to in (i) above has a salary scale of Scale
Points 8-10 (inclusive)

(iii} That the starting salary offered in the contract referred to in (i)
above is Scale Point 8 and increments will be awarded no more
often than annually and subject to
(a) satisfactory appraisal, and (b) completion and achievement of
agreed objectives and training

(iv) That agency staff (obtained via the SSDC contract) are used as
and when needed

(v) That subject to an apprentice grant being available, an Open
Spaces Apprentice is recruited
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