ILMINSTER TOWN COUNCIL

Council Offices
North Street
ILMINSTER
Somerset
TA19 0DG

Tel: 01460 52149
Fax: 01460 55642
e-mail: town.council@ilminster.qov.uk

IDWNwL'DUNL'II.

Town Clerk: Joy Norris

A meeting of the Town Council will take place on Tuesday 8t April 2014 in the Council
Chamber, Council Offices, North Street, lIminster starting at 19:30 hrs.

The public are welcome to attend this meeting. Members of the public are invited to ask
questions or raise issues relevant to the work of the Committee. The overall time available for
this session is restricted to 15 minutes unless the Chair decides otherwise. Individual
speakers are restricted to 3 minutes and are asked not to repeat points that have been made
previously. It is helpful if potential contributors can make themselves known to the Town Clerk
before the meeting so that the session can be programmed effectively. This section is not part
of the formal meeting of the Council and minutes will not be produced.

The Agenda for the meeting is given below. Please contact the Town Council Office if you
would like a copy of any of the reports.

L

Joy Norris
Town Clerk Date:

AGENDA

1. Apologies for Absence
To receive apologies for absence from Councillors unable to attend the meeting.

2. Declarations of Interest
To receive any declarations from Councillors and Officers of interests in respect of
matters to be considered at this meeting, together with an appropriate statement
regarding the nature of the interest.

3. Minutes
a) To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 25 March 2014 as a correct record.
b) To consider the office Action Plan relating to the Town Council Meetings.



10.

11.

Mayor’s Announcements/Engagements
a) The Mayor will make announcements relevant to Town Council and Mayoral
activities and engagements
b) The Mayor attended the following engagements between 25th February 2014 and
25'% March 2014.
e Monday10® March 2014 Mayoral Visit liminster Guides
Tuesday 11% March 2014 Yeovil Town Council Civic Day
Friday 14" March 2014 South Somerset District Council's Civic Evening
Performance of ‘Sister Act' by Yeovil Amateur Operatic Society at the Octagon
Theatre, Yeovil
e Thursday 20'" March 2014 liminster Dementia Action Alliance Launch Event at
Muchelney House, liminster
* Sunday 23 March 2014 High Sheriff of Somerset Mrs Maureen Whitmore’s
Legal Service at Wells Cathedral
¢ Friday 28" March 2014 Chard Town Council Performance ‘A funny thing that
happened on the way to the Forum’ by Chard Light Operatic Society.

Police Report

llminster Beat Report — April 2014

A written Police Report for the Month of February was circulated via email on the 4th
March 2014 to all Councillors

Report from the County Councillor for the liminster Division

To receive a report from the County Councillor

County Councillor Report March 2014 — Clir Linda Vijeh (attached, Agenda item 6)
County Councillor Vijeh circulated February’s written report via email on 3 March
2014 to all Councillors as noted on the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on
25 February 2014.

Reports from District Counciliors
To receive reports from District Councillors

Reports from Representatives on Qutside Bodies
To receive reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies.
Chamber of Commerce — Clir Emma Jane Taylor

Action on Rural Planning Chaos
Local Councils have been contacted by Huish Episcopi Parish Council and asked to
consider lobbying Government regarding the current planning processes.

Review of Committees
Six months ago the Town Council introduced a revised Committee Structure, the
Council is asked to consider whether further changes are required.

Review of Public Participation at Council and Committee Meetings.

The present arrangements have been in place for at least two years and have been
used extensively particularly during the early part of 2014 (Local Plan and Open
Spaces Review meetings). It would therefore seem an appropriate time to re-evaluate
the existing arrangements and ensure they are effective and manageable.



12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18

Scarecrow Competition

liminster Midsummer Experience have asked whether or not the Town Council will
once again organise the Scarecrow Competition. If the Council is to proceed, judging
arrangements need to be decided.

Citizens Award
The Town Council presents an award to @ nominee in recognition of outstanding
service to the town. The Council is requested to agree on the judging arrangements

Community Resilience Store
To consider and agree on the rental costs to be applied for the provision of Community
Resilience Stores located in [Iminster.

Authorisation of Payments and Notification of Virements
The Schedule of Payments for authorisation is attached for Council's approval.

Project Plan
To consider progress on the project plan and whether any changes are necessary.

Clerk’s Updates
The following Clerk’s Updates have been sent by email since the last Council agenda

was published.

Number Date Topic

3/14 21.02.143rd North Street Road Closure

Somerset Levels Relief Fund from Bath & West Of
England Society

Temporary Road Closure Court Barton and Church
Street, Crewkerne

Thank you letter Donation to the Beacon Centre
Somerset Minerals Plan Consultation

Office Computers and Computer System

4/14 04.03.14 Office telephones

Office computers / email
Police Report

Training Opportunities
Temporary Road Closure

514 18.03.14 25 March Meetings

Committee Structure

Public Participation At Council Meetings
Somerset Minerals Plan

Letter re Ditfon Street

Flooding Responsibilities

To Consider taking agenda items 19, 20 & 21 without members of the public and
press present, due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.”




19 Community Right to Bid
The Localism Act 2011 gives communities the right to bid for land or buildings which
they believe could be beneficial to their communities. The Council are asked to
consider nominating community assets, to be recorded.

20 Accepting Apologies
To consider and approve a Councillor's absence.

21.  Update on the North West Cemetery Wall
The Town Clerk provide an oral update the Council on the North West Cemetery Wall.

XOOOOOOXXXX
Reminders

Meetings

15 April Planning

22 April Open Spaces

29 April Resources

6 May Annual Town Meeting

13 May Annual Council Meeting
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ILMINSTER DIVISION - COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT MARCH 2014

COUNTY COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Since the recent departure of the CEO the search is now on for a suitable replacement.
Additional money for Broadband has been allocated, £22m. overall, and there is the
expectation that there will be 95% coverage across the county by 20186.

My sponsored abseil is due to take place next week, so far | have received donations of
£175..... more is welcome!

The small improvement scheme for flood prevention is now open for applications again, with
a focus on providing grants to Parish, Town Councils and local community groups, rather
than individuals.

FLOODING

The recovery phase is now well under way and local organisations such as Rotary have
stepped up to the plate to provide equipment and assistance to enable people to make their
homes habitable once more as quickly as possible. Tesco has also received praise for its
contribution. News that the armed forces charged for the help they gave during the crisis
has been greeted with some dismay by many, with the feeling expressed that they are
actually paid by the tax payer.

HIGHWAYS/TRANSPORT

There continues to be frustration over outstanding issues, in this case particularly in relation
to the lengthy closure of The Beacon, whilst subsidence is being investigated, and a petition
has been launched by the local press.

LOCAL PLAN

SSDC brought forward their planned full council meeting to the middle of the month to
discuss and make decisions in relation to the local plan, with particular reference to
proposed changes to the direction of growth in liminster. As both the County Councillor for
lIminster (where SCC had an interest in the outcome), and also the District Councillor for
Neroche | had been approached by residents on both sides of the argument, and after
making a statement at the meeting abstained during the vote. Despite pleas from members
of liminster Town Council and others, the decision was made for the planned direction of
growth to be along the Canal Way end of town. The new proposals have now been
submitted to the inspector, who it is expected will hold a further hearing before coming to a
final conclusion. | have since received strong representations from one Donyatt resident, in
relation to SCC correspondence over the tenancy for County Farmland and | am pursuing
this on their behalf, where | believe that until the final outcome of the Local Plan is ratified
any action, by any party, is premature and gives unnecessary cause for alarm.

ROYAL DEVON & EXETER NHS FT

As a Somerset representative on the Council of Governors | attend a number of meetings
each month, and am currently the Chair of the Member Engagement Committee, where
there is a desire to ensure that the general public have the opportunity to air their views over
a range of issues concerning the future of acute hospital care provision. It is evident that
there will be severe financial shortfalls for over 1/3 hospitals this year and more predicted for
next. In this context | also represented patients at a conference held this month, where many
of the NHS FTs across the region met to exchange views and air concerns. At the RD&E the
key focus at present is on ‘patient experience’, and | was invited to take part in an
observation exercise on a frail elderly ward, which proved very enlightening.



EDUCATION

The provision of free school meals for infants, planned for this September, continues to pose
a huge challenge across the county, and has yet to be resolved.

| was present at the Somerset Youth Parliament Awards ceremony, held at Shire Hall, at
which locally, Combe St. Nicholas was represented.

CHILDREN'S CENTRES

Budgets have been severaly cut, from £7m. last year, to just £5.5m this year, with a similar
level of reduction expected next year. The focus has been on reducing back room services
and concentrating on front line staffing to support families as part of the Early Help Strategy,
with an increase of 20 Family Support Workers across the County. | attended a 'Have Your
Say' meeting at lle Valley Children's Centre this week, along with just one member of the
public, as part of a review of all centres. We met with SCC officers to discuss proposed
future service provision at the centre. Unlike others across the county, there are no plans to
close the centre, or reduce the range of services offered. It will however, be 'de-registered’
for OFSTED purposes, thereby reducing the number of inspections required. Suggestions
with regard to other possible service user groups having access to the centre, to increase
capacity, are actively being encouraged e.g. Youth Groups, IT support for job seekers etc.

SOMERSET GOVERNORS’ STRATEGY GROUP

As a long standing representative of this group, which focuses on supporting and developing
school governors across the county, | have been very involved with the recruitment of the
new Exec. Officer; interviews are expected to take place at the end of next month. There
continues to be disappointment at the lack of representation by governors on this group.
With the increased responsibilities of govermnors, expressions of interest in joining are sought.

WILLOW SCHOOLS CO-OPERATIVE TRUST

The formal adoption of the constitution has now taken effect, and the inaugural meeting held.
Due to my long standing involvement with several of the schools, | have been invited to join
the board as an associate member, representing the SCC. The five schools involved, Ashill,
Neroche, Winsham, Combe St. Nicholas and Buckland St. Mary are proceeding with the
formulationg of plans for mutual support, collaboration and cooperation, to ensure their
continued progression. A number of other organisations have also expressed interest in
involvement. Concern has been raised over the transfer of land assets where leases are
currently held by SCC.

SOMERSET in CARE COUNCIL

| continue to be very involved with the Somerset in Care Council, attending their monthly
meetings and helping youngsters to increase their cooking skills. | will once again be joining
their residential weekend at the end of next week.

SOMERSET SKILLS AND LEARNING

At a recent meeting, in my position as Chair of the Advisory Board, | can advise that the
planned date for transfer to Social Enterprise status has now been delayed until Aug. 2015.
A further application is being made to the Skills Funding Agency for registration as an
independent training provider.

SOMERSET RURAL YOUTH PROJECT

Previous concerns over board membership and changes to management appear to have
been resolved, with the appointment of Nik Harwood as the new CEO, and the appointment
of the new Board Chair expected to be announced shortly. | recently attended their
residential development day in the Mendips where | took part in a self-assessment exercise
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From: Town Clerk <town.clerk@iiminster.gov.uk>
Sent: 18 February 2014 10:15

To: 'Emma Jane'; Andrew Shearman

Subject: FW: ACTION ON RURAL PLANNING CHAOS
Attachments: HEPC LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PAPER FEB 14.doc

Please see the email below and the attachment - do you wish to make this an agenda item at a
future meeting?

Joy

Joy Norris

Town Clerk

liminster Town Council
Tel: 01460 52149

This communication is intended solely for the named recipients only. It may contain privileged and contidential information and
if you are not the intended recipient, you must not copy, distribute or take any action in reliance on it. if you have received this
email in error please notify the sender as soon as possible by return and delete the message.

Individuals are advised that by replying to, or sending an email message to liminster Town Council, you accept that you
have no explicit or implicit expectation of privacy. The information contained in this email may also be subject to public
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information is legally exempt from disclosure, the
confidentiality _

of the information in this email and your reply cannot be guaranteed.

iminster Town Council, Council Offices, North Street, iminster, Somerset TA19 0DG

From: IIminster Town Council [mailto:town.council@ilminster.gov.uk]
Sent: 06 February 2014 09:24

To: town.clerk@ilminster.gov.uk; Deputy Clerk

Subject: FW: ACTION ON RURAL PLANNING CHAOS




Subject: ACTION ON RURAL PLANNING CHAOS

Dear Somerset Chatrmen and Clerks - Huish Episcopi Parish Council has decided that enough is enough
and it's time to take positive action on the chaos that has descended on its rural area since the Local Plan
was rejected. The Council feels certain that its experience is being replicated nationally, predominantly due
to the government's guidelines that encourage granting of planning permission anywhere.

Please take the time to read the attached letter and, if your Council feels likewise and is also lobbying the
government, please inform this Council by copying your letter to Councillor Glenn Barton
at: glennjennybarton@gmail.com. Councils reacting en masse might well have maximum impact.

Councillors are also encouraged to support the e-petition forwarded by SALC on 28 January to instigate
debate at government level at: hitp://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/59376.

Jane Redfearn Clerk to Huish Episcopi Parish Council



Huish Episcopi Parish Council
email:

® 014

Rt. Hon. David Cameron MP
Rt. Hon. Eric Pickles MP

Rt. Hon. David Heath MP
Cllr. Ric Pallister

CHr. Shane Pledger

re: LOCAL DEVELOPMENT - RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT PRICE, RIGHT TIME

Huish Episcopi Parish Council first wishes to make it quite plain that it is certainly not against
development in its parish. Nevertheless it feels that its inherent local knowledge is being treated
with complete contempt and overruled by distant urban-based Planning Inspectors, both with little
or no understanding of rural areas and considering each application in total isolation from all other
developments within the parish. The Council is here to serve its community but, as their expertise
seems rarely respected, Councillors believe they are just wasting all their valuable time, given so
freely, and this is not a democratic way of going about a planning process which is rapidly
spiralling out of control.

As a result the Council is considering taking drastic action from 1st June 2014 such as imposing a
moratorium on its observations regarding any further applications for development within the parish
and referring all decisions to the Area North Planners and Committee. Area North can then bear the
responsibility of explaining to the parishioners for example why, yet again despite Parish Council
and local objections, development has recently been permitted on appeal in a completely
inappropriate area when plenty of suitable land had already been identified. The Council also
temains very concerned by the increasing number of proposed solar farms in open rural
countryside. The main reasons for this sad state of affairs seem to be as follows:

* Government guidelines. These have apparently given “carte blanche” to developers to
apply for development of every conceivable plot of land and tied the hands of District
Planners in that they may not agree, without penalty, that some rural areas are unacceptable
for development as, without the five year district development strategy in place, Inspectors
seem unable to reject any application on appeal.

* Local Community Plan. With Government encouragement South Somerset District
Council recommended the creation of Local Community Plans to guarantee control of parish
development to parish councils, which could have entailed lots of hard work in consultation
and associated major costs beyond many small parishes. It soon became clear that adopting
such a plan would have been utterly futile in resisting unsuitable planning and development
matters in this parish.



o District Local Plan to 2028. Under this Plan, subsequently rejected by the Inspector and
still under revision, Huish Episcopi Parish Council was instructed to accept 405 houses to be
built in its parish on behalf of Langport town, which had no further areas in which to
expand, and all but 76 of these properties have already been built or have planning approval.

Since the rejection of the SSDC Local Plan to 2028 there has been a mad scramble to lodge
a number of large outline planning applications amounting to a grand total of some further
229 dwellings within the parish, or over 300% of the total remaining requirements of the
Local Plan, with more than 14 years remaining in the proposed Plan.

e Parish Development. Councillors devoted a great deal of time and consultation to identify
acceptable areas for growth in the parish, far in excess of the number required and generally
on flat land with less impact and intrusion on existing developments. Dwellings recently
built within Huish Episcopi continue to be very slow to sell, so the Parish Council is
understandably unenthusiastic about adding further land for development before these sites,
which have already been agreed in the proposed Local Plan, have been built and occupied
and other local issues have been resolved.

e Affordable housing in Rural Communities. Proposed development so far is definitely not
meeting this rural area’s needs. The requirement for “affordable housing” appears
paramount but remains undefined in a meaningful way. In the Huish Episcopi/Langport
area the average salary is about £20,000 so, even with two salaries, the maximum mortgage
is likely to be no more than £150,000. Very few houses have been built recently in this
price bracket, even part buy/part own, and consequently many larger houses are still unsold.

There are the issues of work in the area, transportation to and from work, water and sewage
disposal including its effect in adding to the local flooding problems, empty properties and
planning applications that have been granted but not built yet. Many pensioners would like
to downsize to small bungalows but no bungalows have been built on local estates for over
25 years, totally ignoring the Council’s request for these to be included in recent

developments.

In conclusion Huish Episcopi Parish Council calls on all parties of HM Government and the local
authority to halt this senseless free for all planning experiment, which is mostly encouraging
developers to take out options with land owners to gain outline planning then sitting on the results
to maximise future profit. Instead everyone should concentrate on helping to tackle the real issue —
the need for a realistic long-term housing strategy to build decent homes in the right places, for the
right prices at the right times.

Yours sincerely

SHIRLEY NICHOLAS (Mrs)
Chairman of the Parish Council

Copies to:
Local Councils
Cllr D Yeomans
Clir R Mills
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