ILMINSTER TOWN COUNCIL

Council Offices
North Street
ILMINSTER
Somerset
TA19 ODG

Tel: 01460 52149
Fax: 01460 55642
e-mail: town.council@ilminster.gov.uk

TOWNE,:?':COI INCTE

Town Clerk: Joy Norris
10" December 2013

Dear Councillor

A meeting of the OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE which you are summoned to attend will be held on
Tuesday 17" December 2013 on the rising of the Planning, Highways and Transport Committee
meeting. The mesting will be held in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, North Street, lIminster.

The business to be transacted at the meeting is outlined on the Agenda below. Any reports listed
as “to follow” will be made available as soon as possible, and in any event at least 30 minutes
before the start of the meeting.

Yours sincerely
pd

TS

Joy Norris
Town Clerk

OPEN SPACES AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence.

To receive apologies for absence from Counciliors unable to attend the meeting.

2. Declarations of Interest,
To receive any declarations from Counciliors and Officers of interests in respect of
matters to be considered at this meeting, together with an appropriate statement regarding
the nature of interest.

3. Minutes.
a) To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 5" November 2013 as a correct record

(attached)
b) To consider the action list relating to the Open Spaces commitiee (attached)

4. Wardens Report.
To receive the report from the Senior Open Spaces Warden about recent open spaces

activities in liminster. (attached)

5. Financial comparison
To receive information about the Open Spaces expenditure and commitments to date when
compared with the 2013/14 budget (attached).






llminster Town Council

Land at the bottom of Canal Way
To discuss the options received from the developers of the land at the bottom of Canal Way

with regards to a play area within the proposed housing development.

Use of Recreation Ground - Armed Forces Day 2015
To discuss and consider the use of the recreation ground on 19" 20" and 215 June 2015

for an Armed Forces Day subject to the events plan being received.






Agenda no. Bc.-

ILMINSTER TOWN COUNCIL
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting of the OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, IIminster on
Tuesday 5™ November 2013 at 19:30hrs

Present:

Chairman: Clir C Goodall

Councillors:  Clir P Burton, Clir vV Higgins, ClIr V Keitch, Clir A Lawson, Clir D Miller,
Cilr J Pallister, Clir A Shearman, ClIr S Shepherd, ClIr S Storey, Clir E Taylor
Clir R Swann and Clir L Vijeh

In Attendance

Officers: Mrs M Clayton (Senior Administrator), Mr A Jones (Senior Open Spaces Warden)
Miss J Norris (Town Clerk), Mr C Samways (Open Spaces Apprentice)

One member of the public attended this meeting

57. Apologies for absence
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Sothemn

58. Declarations of Interest
The declarations of Interest given in the table below were made.

Name Minute ! Agenda | Type of Nature of Interest
No Item Interest
Clir Pallister 64 8 Personal Member of the Cricket Club
59. Minutes.
RESOLVED
a) that the minutes of the meetings held on 24™ September 2013 are a correct
record.

b) to note the action list relating to the Open Spaces committee.

60. Use of Recreation Ground — Armed Forces Day 2015
A presentation was be made by Mr McAllister concerning his request to use of the
recreation ground on 19", 20" and 21 June 2015 for an Armed Forces Day.

Issues raised during the discussion of this item included the following:

e There will be two Charities involved in organising the day.

* These charities have a network of personnel they can call upon to help with
marshalling duties, etc

* The Armed Forces Day will promote liminster and the local businesses will benefit.
Local military charities will be pushed to the fore.

* The planned events will consist of veteran’s tents, military vehicle displays, military
displays, staged musical entertainment and vendors. This will all depend on the area
of land which is available for the event.

e Funding for the event will come from the vendors and sponsorship, and there will be
bucket collections and maybe an auction on the day.

e The Charities will pay for any damage to the ground caused by the event.

e The Council will need to know in more detail what displays, stages, stalis etc wili be
set up on the recreation ground before a decision can be made.

Chair’s Initials




61.

62.

63

liminster Town Council
It was agreed that the organisers are asked to provide a detailed plan for the next Open
Spaces meeting.

Warden’s Report

The Committee received the report from the Apprentice Open Spaces Warden about recent
open spaces activities in liminster.

Discussions included the following:

e A bare patch has appeared, over the last two months, in the grassed area outside
the front of the Minster. The Wardens have not carried out any weed killing in the
area and think the patch may be due to the dry weather over the summer.

+ The ivy which was growing up the large Yew tree at the Minster has been cutback by
a Councillor.

« The toddlers are enjoying the new frog spring rider at the recreation ground.

There are 4 dog bins left to replace.

e The contractor carrying out drainage work to the recreation ground is due to
complete the work once the weather improves.

e The new ‘Stiga’ performs well, but had to go back to the supplier to have a belt
changed. This work will be covered by the warranty.

Financial comparison
The Committee received information about the Open Spaces expenditure and commitments
to date when compared with the 2013/14 budget
Discussions on this item included the following:
¢ The financial comparison report showing actual figure up to the end of October 2013,
was handed out.
* The administrative procedure for any monies spent out of the Reserves, Renewal
and Provision fund are undertaken at end of year.
¢« The amount of £793.13 outstanding for rents is the amount due from one of the
sports clubs.
¢ The water costs for the toilets have increased due to the new urinal system. It was
suggested that in the future the Council could fook into a grant for funding towards a
new system of recycling rainwater.

RESOLVED to note the report

Litter & Hedge Cutting

The Councillors were asked to consider the Town Council’s position regarding litter
collection and hedge cutting as currently undertaken by the District Council.
Discussions included the following:

» The litter collection after this year's carnival was carried out by the District Council,
on the Sunday morning. Next year this service may be cut due to funding. If the
Town Council would like the District Council to continue this collection they may be
charged.

e |t was suggested that the Carnival club committee and the Victorian evening
committee are made aware of these cutbacks and asked if they would be able to
provide volunteers for the litter collections after these events.

¢ Another suggestion was that the Community Payback team could carry out the litter
collection work at a cost of £25 per day for 8 workers. However, this would mean that
the Council would need to provide lunch breaks and toilet facilities for them.

It was noted that the Town Council will need to make provision in the 2014/15 budget, to
cover additional costs of litter collections and hedge cutting. i




64

65

Agenda no 3c

liminster Town Council

Bye-laws

The Committee was asked to consider amendments to bye-laws in light of comments from
the Department of Communities and Local Govemment,

ltems raised during the consideration of this item included the following:

Model aircraft below the maximum weight restriction are allowed to fly on the
recreation ground. It is the Warden’s responsibility to check this bye-law is being
adhered to.

An amendment needs to be made to Part 7 of the bye-laws, under number 38 (2) it
should read "Bye-law 38(1) does not apply to any person holding or taking part in
any entertainment held with the consent of the Council”.

RESOLVED that the draft byelaws as attached to theses minutes are forwarded
to the Department of Communities and Local Government, for their approval.

Cemetery Wall (North) repairs

The Councillors were asked to consider work needed to the cemetery wall on the north side
of the North wall.

Issues discussed during the consideration of this item included the following:

The contractor has looked at the north wall of the cemetery, which runs the length of
access road to neighbour property. The work to repair this wall will cost £539.

The neighbours have raised concerns, with the contractor, regarding the footings at
a section of this wall. The contractor has informed the Town Clerk that to inspect and
repair the footings would not exceed a cost of £240.

Councillors agreed that this work should be dealt with before further damage is
caused.

RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that the work listed below is carried out to the North
wall of the cemetery and funding for this work will be split between the cemetery
maintenance heading 761, the Churchyard maintenance heading 561/7, and the
trees/hedges maintenance heading 561/10 at a ratio of 2:1:1.

a. Re-pointing the damaged wall at a cost of £539
b. Inspection and repairs to the footings at a cost not exceeding £240

Meeting ends 21:00hrs

Chair's signature and date
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Agendano 4

Warden’s Report for OS Meeting on 17.12.13

Since the last report for the meeting on 05.11.13
The Open Spaces Wardens have:

o Sorted through the wood pile at Cleeves Close and had a bonfire.

e Cut grass at the recreation ground, Winterhay Lane recreation
ground, the churchyard, the cemetery, and Britten’s Field (but not
the slope).

¢ Attended a meeting with Hags regarding the snagging list on the
skate park. This work has now been completed and the retention
paid.

¢ Helped write the Herne Hill plan with Deputy Town Clerk

* Aerated the field twice where the Fair is sited.

e Replaced an old bench with a refurbished one.

» Refurbished old benches.

e Made up boards for the tree plaques and installed them at each
site.

e Felled broken Oak tree at Herne Hill.

e Started to coppice 1/14 of the Hazel band.

¢ Removed some of the tree guards from the trees on Herne Hill

e Cleared leaves.

The Wardens also reported the following:

e The contractor has finished the drainage work on the site of the
Fair at the recreation ground.

e The Assistant Open Spaces Warden has left.

e The Open Spaces Apprentice has finished his college work, and
only has maths and one exam left to complete.

Below is a list of jobs which the Wardens may undertake before
the next Open Spaces committee meeting

e Start on the viewpoint wall.

¢ Finish this year's section of hazel coppicing.

e Lay hedges and coppice others on Herne Hill.
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Possibly start to build a store shed at the cemetery from the bits
from the old football stadium

Carry on cutting grass where needed.

Rub down paint and stain wood and metal benches

Make new bench and bin slabs.

Put out benches and bins.
All jobs are depending on the weather, day to day duties and the
unexpected.
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